Behavioral Strategies for Teachers

Source: Strategies That Work Video Series

Annoying Behavior (tapping pen, talking, and other noise)

Interventions

· Ignore Behavior

· Legitimize the behavior; settle outside of class time (annoying constant questions). EX: “You have good questions. Let me answer it after school.”
· Use the student’s name. EX: “Andrew, please ….”

Encouragement Strategies

· Meet privately with the student
· Make an action plan with the student outside of class
· Focus on past successes
Relationship Building

· Treat all students with respect
· Schedule a meeting after class
· Have a conference
Non-Compliant Behavior


Interventions

· Proximity and Praise
· Set (reasonable) Consequences
· Maintain a positive working relationship
Encouragement Strategies

· Show faith in the student
· Make mistakes okay (Acknowledge effort)
· Help student to develop an action plan
Relationship Building

· Treat all students with respect
· Have a conference
· Follow up with student on action plan
Off-Task Behavior (reluctant learner, procrastinator, too quiet, and not following directions)

Interventions

· Use a quick quip (reminder of task)
· Proximity
· Target-stop-do message
· Written message or note personally to student
· Modify teaching strategy
Encouragement Strategies

· Build on strengths
· Acknowledge the work’s difficulty
Relationship Building
· Greet students outside of classroom
· Model respect for all students
· Persistent relationship building (speak to student outside of class)
Confrontational Behavior (negative comments, breaking the rules, verbal attack, and physically imposing behavior)

Interventions

· Use the language of choice
· Remove audience

· Separate the student from the behavior
Encouragement Strategies

· Acknowledge the student’s positive traits

· Promote responsibility

· Invite the student’s help
Relationship Building
· Staff Teamwork
· Have a conference

· Know who to call for help
Rude Behavior (disrespect, flirting and suggestive remarks, obscene or inappropriate language, asleep in class)


Interventions

· Hold student accountable
· Respectfully address the inappropriate behavior
· Speak quietly 
Encouragement Strategies

· Provide positive opportunities for attention
· Talk to the student individually
· Have a conference
Relationship Building
· Model a respectful attitude

· Teamwork: report behavior to counselor

· Devise an action plan
Mean Behavior (verbal disrespect, destructive act, destroying another student’s work, stealing and harassment)


Interventions

· Remain Objective
· Provide an option for restitution
· Keep a log of inappropriate behaviors
· Report Threats
Encouragement Strategies

· Model respect for all
· Create an action plan
· Create a re-entry plan
Relationship Building

· Separate the student from the behavior
· Acknowledge the student’s positive traits verbally
· Follow through on action and re-entry plans
Student Strategies
Student Responsibilities
· Keep track of all assignments, quizzes and tests (know what you’ve handed in and what has been returned to you)
· Keep a list of all grades (teachers can make mistakes too)

· Model a respectful attitude for classmates and staff

· Try to abide by school rules at all times (this includes the hallways, lunchroom and on school grounds) 
· Always have your agenda books with you (this is where passes are written, homework is logged, important test dates and other dates can be tracked)
What to do if an issue arises:

· Speak to the teacher or staff member on a one-on one basis
· Ask to schedule a conference (bring any question you might have and any other pertinent information such as a list of your grades and work with you)
· Try to keep calm if the conversation gets heated, even if the staff member does not remain calm
· If problems continue, document them and report them to the administration, your counselor and your parent/guardian
· Remember the most important thing is to keep all lines of communication open

     Student Rights & Responsibilities:

· Treated with reciprocated respect from all staff

· To feel safe throughout school grounds

· Calmly explain your “side of the story” in the appropriate manner

· A safe, fair and non-bias education

· Respect your peers and expect the same from them 

· Get your parents involved in every aspect of your education

